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tiation, the chief ordered his followers to fire on
the visitors; whereupon the latter seized and de-
stroyed the village.

The fight at Fowltown may be regarded as the
beginning of the Seminole War. General Gaines
was directed to begin operations against the In-
dians and to pursue them if necessary into East
Florida; but before he could carry out his orders,
Jackson was put in personal command of the forces
acting against the Indians and was instructed to
concentrate all of the troops in his department at
Fort Scott and to obtain from the Governors of
Georgia and Tennessee such other assistance as he
should need.

Jackson received his orders at the Hermitage.
Governor Blount was absent from Nashville, but
the eager commander went ahead raising troops on
his own responsibility. Nothing was so certain to
whet his appetite for action as the prospect of a
war in Florida. Not only did his instructions
authorize him to pursue the enemy, under certain
conditions, into Spanish territory, but from the
first he himself conceived of the enterprise as
decidedly more than a punitive expedition. The
United States wanted Florida and was at the
moment trying to induce Spain to give it up.